
 

 
Presidentôs Musings 

 

 

Hello everybody, 

  

     We had our first meeting at Stewart's Brewing Company and the turnout was fantas-

tic. The beer was good, alas 2 days after our meeting the brewmaster tapped a keg of 

wheat porter. There is always something different and new on tap so maybe next time. 

Shawn, the manager, has offered to give us a tour of the brewery if we would like. This 

was my first meeting as your president and I hope to have met all your expectations. I 

hope to see you all there on Feb. 18. We will strive to start the meeting at 7PM, arrive 

early if you want dinner. 

     The Brenda and Ed Jones invited the club to a gathering in their home in Dover. 

Everybody brought a plate and the food was fantastic. The men drifted onto the garage 

to see his beautiful Triumph TR3 which he is doing a complete restoration on. We hope 

to see it in the shows some time soon. His wife tells me this is the model they had when 

they first got married, I hope they have lots of fun returning to the past with this car. 

Thank you to the Jones' for a nice evening. 

     Dover has invited us to participate in their annual St. Patrickôs Day parade on March 

14. Look for it on our events page in the future. Robert is also looking into setting up a 

date for a trip to the Simeon Car Museum which is near the Philly airport. 

     The older we get the more we seem to watch classic black and white movies. It is 

therefore impossible for us not to watch the background to see what old cars we can 

spot. I have found a website called "Internet Movies Database" (www.imcdb.org) 

which gives hundreds of images of motor cars, many of which are incidental to the plot. 

Hopefully some of you can find your model among the images. Happy surfing. 

     I would like to extend a thank you to all the new members and old members who 

have paid their dues for 2009. If you haven't gotten around to sending your dues in 

please consider this. It is in maintaining and attracting new members which keeps our 

club alive. We all have a common bond and look to others in the club for their expertise 

and knowledge from time to time. We are the keepers of these cars and that is a big re-

sponsibility. Hopefully their next keepers will love and care for them as well as we do. 

  

Happy Motoring, 

Don 

Every care was taken to insure the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter.  The editor(s) accept no responsibil-

ity for any effect caused by errors or emissions. 

Next Meeting:  Stewarts - January 21st éSEE YOU THEREé 
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BCCD Library  
 

Contact Trevor (Meesleigh@comcast.net)  to borrow any of  the following DVDs or VHS videos from the BCCD 

Library: 

 

1. DVDðDriving Through Time series: Thereôs No Biz Like Showbiz. 

2. DVDðWhite Post Restorations: The Romance of Restoring Your Car 

3. DVDðBCCD on TVðOur 15 minutes of fame 

4. VHSðDriving Through Time series: Come Away With Me Lucile 

5. VHSðThe AACA Divisional ñSentimentalò Tour 

6. VHSðMG Magic 

7. VHSðThe AACA Divisional First Ever Sentimental Tour 

8. VHSðWhite Post Restorations: The Romance of Restoration 

 

The following are privately owned by members but are available for loan to other members: 

 

Member: Trevor Mees (Meesleigh@comcast.net) 

 

1. DVDðThe Italian Job (original movieðMichael Caine, Noel Coward etc.) 

2. DVDðLe Mans (Steve McQueen) 

3. DVDðGrand Prix (James Garner) 

4. CD-ROMðJaguar XJS 1991-1996 Part and Service Manuals 

 

Member Karl Kamiski (302-737-1553) 

 

Books: 

 

1. The World Encyclopedia of Cars (1945 to present) by Martin Buckley and Chris Rees 

2. Original Sprite and Midget by Terry Hogler 

3. MG: The Untold Story by David Knowles 

4. Open Top Style  (A-Z of Convertible Autos) by Graham Robson 

5. The MG Collection (post war models) by Richard Monk 

6. More Graet American Dream Cars (Classics 50ôs and 60ôs) by Jay Hirsch 

7. MG Sports Cars by John Heilig 

8. Cars Detroit Never Built (50 years of experimental models) by Edward Janicki 

9. A to Zof Sports Cars (1945ð1990) by Mike Lawrence 

10. Greatest American Cars (1900to the present) by Colin Gower Enterprises (3 volume set) 

 

If you have a book, DVD or VHS you are willing to lend to other members please let me know and I will add 

them to the list. 

 



Some Recent Musings on a 1972 MGB Roadster Restoration 
By Terry Zitzelburger 

 

I hope you saved the last newsletter as we continue Terryôs saga: 

 

Carpet: 

 

What kept me at bay on the interior carpet installation is that once it is put in, that tends to be it.  So I 

figured I had one good chance, and like any good perfectionist I procrastinated ï yes, for years.  And to 

make it worse or easier to defer this project, the scarcity of the navy interior meant I wanted to take a 

measured approach.  I stripped, cleaned and repainted the interior body panels and battery boxes.  Next 

I reattached any of the carpet fitting and trim rings or snaps with fresh stainless steel rivets.  I then care-

fully thought out the plan on installing the carpet.  Now I get to procrastinate again, but not for long. 

 

The carpet kit I purchased had no assembly instructions and only a crude drawing of the parts.  So I 

researched and on a tip from Art Isaacs of the AMGBA I contacted Victoria British in Lenexa, Kansas.  

Sure enough, they offer a superb 16 page color brochure guide on installing the complete interior for an 

MGB Roadster.  I will continue to support Victoria British whenever I can.  I also spoke with Dave 

Walls at C.E. Walls in Elsmere, Delaware.  He had helped me with the repair of the passenger seat 

some years ago and is a wonderful and helpful individual.  He also was instrumental in some repairs 

and reconditioning done to the seats and interior trim vinyl components for this vehicle. (Here also is a 

plug for the AMGBA; I have been a long-time member of that organization and vouch for their docu-

mentation and technical information.) 

 

First consideration is to ensure the sound condition of the floors.  There are many different schools of 

thought on this and I will not go into that here.  The car I am restoring was in sound condition.  One 

suggestion I make is based on the fact that I intended to replace the interior with a full carpet kit of 

navy color.  With a light colored car original body and interior panel paint, I painted the interior floors 

black.  Particular attention was paid to corners and places where body and carpet panels meet.  This 

was to ensure that if there were any loose or ill fitting carpet pieces, the light color paint would not 

show through the installed carpet pieces. 

 

I then needed a plan of attack to install the carpet.  See the list below of parts needed.  I developed a 

plan of attack that I will describe here.  Fortunately, prior experience installing headliners in a 1964 

Chevelle Malibu Super Sport and a 1977 Toyota Celica and installing Formica and laminate counter 

tops gave me a clue, but more on that later. 

 

I used 3M # 8090 spray trim adhesive since you need a pretty aggressive ï high temperature ï good 

solvent resistance adhesive to bond and hold.  Be sure to read the manufacturerôs instructions on how to 

use it and conditions for cure.  In general, you must spray both sides to be attached, let it flash or dry to 

touch and then assemble.  Iôll use the word ócarefullyô but it is really meaningless.  Once the two parts 

touch you are shall we say stuck or out of luck.  There is, however, one key secret of this adhesive to 

remember and it is the only thing that works in your favor: for the most part, once it is set/dry and ready 

to adhere the only thing it will stick to is itself.  So use this to your advantage.  I tend to work with at 

least one hand covered with a disposable vinyl or latex glove.  That way you can remove it when it is 

dirty and start with a fresh one.  This helps keep things clean and minimizes transfer of overspray or 

excess adhesive etc. to the nice clean ready to install pieces or panels. 

 

 



Some Recent Musings on a 1972 MGB Roadster Restoration 

 

 
From my discussion with Dave Walls, the Victoria British brochure and layout of the interior, the sill 

covers are the first part to tackle.  Of course those pieces are about 4 ½ foot long and very narrow, so 

while it is nice to get the worst piece out of the way, that can be daunting.  That difficult challenge kept 

me from acting for quite some time.  But I persevered. 

 

Back to the old counter top Formica installation trick:  I began by cutting one of the four foot dowels 

into three inch sections; that will give you 16 pieces but you will need them.  I filed the sharp ends 

clean since I did not want to glue wooden splinters or chips into the interior.  Worse yet, wouldnôt it be 

wonderful to get a nice splinter right under a finger nail in the middle of the job while the glue sets!  Of 

course that would happen to the ungloved hand.  Set the cut dowel pieces aside for later. 

 

 

Sill cover carpet installation: 

 

Now dry fit the sill carpet from one side several times.  I began with the driverôs side.  This is one of 

the most critical preparation steps.  It was apparent that several of the drawings and pictures on the 

internet of the cut carpet piece kits are arranged in incorrect fashion.  In fact one picture for a complete 

set shows the two carpet sill cover pieces on the wrong side of the vehicle; drivers is on passenger, pas-

senger is on drivers, exactly reversed.  Note also that different carpet sets may have different cuts, 

notches or shapes and that can complicate or simplify this; others may lack these entirely. 

 

For the most part, the narrower end of the sill cover carpet will go towards the front of the vehicle.  The 

angle-cut edge of that narrower end is to accommodate the rise in the floor at the front of the vehicle.  

The larger end of the sill cover is to cover the rear section where the sill joins the floor, front of the bat-

tery box rear kick panel and leaf spring shackle mount. 

 

Before I began, I decided to deviate from the instructions when attaching the sill carpet strips.  (At least 

I read them.)  The suggested instructions tell you to install from the front kickwell area and work to-

wards the rear of the vehicle.  I did not like this approach and instead decided to work from the center 

towards each end.  That way, I figured I could remove any small imperfections as I installed it or it be-

came apparent; but if you start at one end with a small problem, by the time you arrive at the other end 

(virtually five feet for the sill) you could be in trouble.  Therefore, I decided to work from the center 

towards each end.  The center of the sill is approximately one third the length of the door rearwards 

beginning at the front edge of the door. 

 

I took a piece of blue masking tape and placed it on the sill area outside the aluminum cover plate; that 

piece will stay there until you are done with the sill so ensure it is secure and out of the way.  I marked 

a notch or reference mark line on the blue tape.  Once I had dry fit the sill carpet thoroughly around the 

sill, I then placed a piece of blue tape on the top of the carpet portion on the upper sill and marked a 

notch or mark line to meet that one on the outer sill plate tape.  This is important since it will determine 

the placement of the carpet from front-to-back of the vehicle.  Get this part right now or you will pay 

for it later. 

 

 

This description continues next issue.  Weôre about 1/2 way throughééééééé.. 

 



 


